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were in 1845 ordered to be demolished, and the work has been gra-
dually progressing, though their complete demolition cannot be effect-
ed for several years to come.
"Within the fort is the rock, rising about 330 feet from the plain
and enclosed by an interior wall. This rock was once the citadel, but
is now occupied by dwelling houses. It is crowned by a pagoda, on
which is the shrine of Tyamanasawmy, the ascent on the south side
by a flight of stairs partly covered in, was, in 1849, the scene of an
awful catastrophe. A vast crowd of persons had ascended to worship
the image of Pilliar or Grunesha, when owing to some confusion, the
cause of which has not been clearly ascertained, about 500 were crush-
ed, trodden or smothered. Since then the place has been better light-
ed, and the number ascending at a time restricted. A native pettah
and several public offices are also situated within the fort. The arsenal
and magazine are curiously disposed of, partly in choultries formerly
belonging to the pagoda, and partly in modern buildings adjoining
them. There was an explosion of a magazine in 1772, of which traces
are still existing. Some very large and substantial granaries, the
works of former Governments^ are also to be found within the* inner
fort or quondam citadel.
The streets are regular, but narrow, and the town contains a
large number of substantial houses belonging to Natives, some being
of two stories. The bazaars are numerous, and there are one or two
shops for the sale of European articles, liquors, &c. The fruit and
vegetable market immediately beyond the walls on the south is large
and well supplied, and is a most busy and interesting scene early
every morning. A palace and gardens of the Nabob of the Carnatic,
the former crumbling into ruins, covers a large extent of ground in the
town. There is a large decorated pagoda, used as a Cutcherry or Court
for the Tahsildar, Police Ameen, and the town and district Moonsifis.
The old Jail now abandoned is also within the walls, as are also the
Garrison Hospital and Main Guard. There stands a large square tank
at the north end, surrounded with houses built and occupied by the
European officers of the garrison a century ago. A new Jail was built
in 1848 on the south esplanade, calculated for 500 prisoners. It is a
spacious, airy and secure building, having a hospital attached. The
number of prisoners ranges between 4 and 500.
The "Wyacondan channel, a branch from the Oauvery, flows between
the town and the cantonment; which latter lies on the south and